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Many of the numerous Arabic works on the religion of Islam have
come down to us only as titles. Among the most important on the
great question of sects are the following:

Al-Subki, in his Tabakdt al-Shdfi'iyah (ed. Cairo 1324 A. H.. vol. i,

pp. 252,288; vol. ii, p. 171), mentions these Shaf I*i writers on this subject:

yusain ibn-'All ibn-Yazid  abu-'Ali al-Karabisi   (245/859),  one  of

those best versed in the teachings of the heretics.
Muhammad ibn-Ahmad ibn-Nasr abu-Ja'far al-Tirmidhl, versed in
theology and tradition, wrote a work on the Fundamental Dif-
ferences of the People of Prayer.
Abu'1-Fadl al-Balami (329/941), wrote essays on this subject.

In verse:

'Abdallah ibn-Muhammad al-Nashi (293/906) wrote four thousand
verses on philosophy and religious systems, sects and beliefs
(Mas'udI, Les Prairies d'Or, vol. vii, p. 89).

Among the earliest polemical writers are:

Abu-'All Ahmad ibn-'Umar ibn-Rustah (d. 360 A. H.) who wrote a
chapter on Arts and Religions of Arabs before Islam and the
Schools in Islam. Bibliotheca Geo graphic orum Arabicorum, vol.
vii, pp. 214-229 (sects on p. 217).

Abu-Mansur 'Abd al-Kahir ibn-Tahir ibn-Muhammad al-Baghdadi
(d. 329/1037). (A list of his important works is given- elsewhere:)

Shuhfur ibn-Tahir ibn-Muhammad al-Isfara'ini (d. 1078). His manu-
script in Berlin is practically a copy of Baghdadi's work.

Abu-Muhammad 'All ibn-Ahmad ibn-ljjazm (456/1064). Kifdb al-
Milal wafl~Nihal (a book on differences and sects). Published in
Cairo, with Shahrastam's work printed on the margin.

Abu'1-Fath Muhammad al-Shahrastani. Religious Sects and Philoso-
phical Schools, translated by Haarbriicker (Halle 1850).

This literature having reached its height with Shahrastani, we will
not mention here the numerous treatises which have appeared since.
Of the above-mentioned wofks, one only is available in translation: that
of Shahrastani, Religwns-Partheien und Philosophen-Schulen, trans-
lated by Haarbrikker. Parts of ibn-ljazm may be found translated by
Prof. Friedlander, in the J. A. O. S., vols. xxviii and xxix.
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